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Joy is sneaky in that way. It doesn’t discriminate between tragic time and ordinary time. 
It’s not a joy we can “choose” because that would often mean ignoring the reality of our 

heartbreak or circumstances. It just happens. Somehow. Some way. Showing up uninvited 
even in the most unlikely of situations. ~ Kate Bowler 



~ PREPARING ~ 
PRELUDE ………………………………………..NOW COMES THE SAVIOR 

by J.S. Bach/Busoni 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS (Luke 1:19) 

I stand in the presence of God, and I have been sent to speak to you,  
and to bring you this Good News! 

RESPONSE       PREPARE THE WAY OF THE LORD                                                          GTG #95 
Taizé Community                                                    PREPARE THE WAY 

LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLES       Paul and Gail Gronwall 
We light this candle as a sign of the coming light of Christ. 
As the Holy One has promised, in days to come:  
The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad,  
the desert shall rejoice and blossom;  
like the crocus it shall blossom abundantly,  
and rejoice with joy and singing. 
In joy, let us walk in the light of the Holy One. 

CAROL #140………………………………..ONCE IN ROYAL DAVID’S CITY 
by Cecil Frances Alexander (IRBY) 

LESSON FOR THE CHILDREN ………...SANTA, DID YOU GET MY TWEET?       

by Kenn Nesbitt (B. 1962) 
*PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Gracious God, long ago you sent Christ to bring good news to the 
oppressed, to bind up the brokenhearted, and to proclaim liberty to 
the captives. You then asked us to go and do the same for we are the 
church of Jesus Christ. Forgive us, we pray, for we have not continued 
to share the good news. We have focused on ourselves and neglected 
to help others. Help us to continue to share the healing and loving 
words of Christ to all the world and to love our neighbors as ourselves. 
We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen. [Silent Confession] 

*RESPONSE                                                                       LORD, HAVE MERCY                                                                                                GTG #576 
by Swee Hong Lim                                                                 SINGAPURA 



*LESSON OF ASSURANCE  ……………………………………….THE LAMB     
From Songs of Innocence by William Blake 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE  
The peace of Christ be with you. And also with you. 

~ LISTENING ~ 
LESSON………………………………………………..ONE SOLITARY LIFE       

by Dr. James A. Francis (1864-1928) 

CAROL #88………………………………...O COME, O COME, EMMANUEL                                           
Latin prose (VENI EMMANUEL) 

LESSON………………………………….A BRAVE AND STARTLING TRUTH       

by Maya Angelou (1928-2014) 

CAROL #103 …………………………….COME NOW, O PRINCE OF PEACE                                           
by Geonyong Lee  (O-SO-SO) 

LESSON………………………………..THE SHEPHERDS AND THE ANGELS        

The Gospel According to Luke 2:8-16 

CAROL #113   ………………………….ANGELS WE HAVE HEARD ON HIGH                                           
French carol, trans. James Chadwick  (GLORIA) 

~ RESPONDING ~ 
*BLESS THIS ADVENT – JOY (from The Lives We Actually Have) 

“Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, that 
you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.” (Romans 15:13) 
Blessed are we who wait with bated breath. who wait for something 
new to be born —for new hope or new joy or new life.  
Surprise us with joy in the midst of the mundane, abundance in the midst 
of so much scarcity, presence in the midst of the Christmas chaos.  
Blessed are we whose patience grows thinner by the day. We who are 
tired of the world as it is —in all of its heartache and loss and 
hopelessness. We who want more. More hope. More joy. More life. 



We have quieted our souls to listen, to wait for you, oh God, for your 
Word-Made-Flesh is life to us. 
Blessed are we who sit here, waiting at the still point between desire 
and expectation. We who are making room for more of you, oh God.   

*INVITATION TO THE OFFERING 

*RESPONSE                                   GLORY TO GOD                                                       GTG #583 
by Jacques Berthier 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

LESSON OF PRAYER    ………………………………..THE BIDDING PRAYER       

by Eric Milner-White (1884-1963) 

~ GOING FORTH ~ 
*CAROL #82………………………...COME, THOU LONG-EXPECTED JESUS  

by Charles Wesley (HYFRYDOL) 

*BENEDICTION 
I stand in the presence of God, and I have been sent to speak to you,  
and to bring you this Good News! 

POSTLUDE  …………………………………………...CAROL OF THE BELLS 
by Mykola Leontovych & Peter Wihousky arr. by George Winston (B. 1949) 

 
Next Week: Fourth Sunday of Advent (Love) 

Pop-up Pageant 
 

Pieces of today’s liturgy are from: Book of Common Worship (PCUSA);  
Call to Worship, Lectionary Aids; Presbyterian Outlook, Teri Ott. 
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