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God’s reign is already present on our earth in mystery. When the Lord comes, it will be 
brought to perfection. ~ Oscar Romero  



 

~ GATHERING ~ 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS (Mathew 3:3) 

A voice cries out in the wilderness: Prepare the way of the Lord! 

PRELUDE                                        LO, HOW A ROSE E’ER BLOOMING                                           Op. 122 No. 8 

arr. by Johannes Brahms 

LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLES                                                                  Blazek Family 

We light this candle as a sign of the coming light of Christ. 
As the Holy One has promised, in days to come:  

the wolf will go and live with the lamb, 
   the leopard shall lie down with the young goat, 

the baby cow and lion cub will be friends, 
   and a small child shall lead them. 

In peace, let us walk in the light of the Holy One. 

RESPONSE      LIFT UP YOUR HEADS, YE MIGHTY GATES                                      GTG #93 

by Georg Weissel                                                                                                                                      Verse 3 

*CALL TO WORSHIP 

God’s vision of peace is a realm where all live together in harmony: 
where enemies become friends, and fear gives way to understanding. 

God call us to be this community;  
let us gather together to worship. 

In the light of peace, come let us worship God. 

*HYMN                                            PREPARE THE WAY OF THE LORD                                                      GTG #95 

Taizé Community 

*POURING THE BAPTISMAL WATERS 

All: May God be with you there.  Kids: May God be with you here.  

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (continued on next page) 

God of all creation, your vision of peace is beyond our knowing. We 
have been hurt and we have seen destruction, so we turn around and 



 

hurt others, destroying what you have called good. Forgive us, and fill 
us with your knowledge, so we may help bring forth your peaceful 
kingdom. Amen. [Time of Silent Confession] 

*RESPONSE                      COME, THOU LONG-EXPECTED JESUS         GTG #82 

by Charles Wesley                                                                                                                                        Verse 1 

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

…In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.  
We rejoice in the hope Christ offers us! Thanks be to God! 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE 

As Christ has accepted us into his peace,  
Let us all live in peace with one another. 

INSTRUMENTAL 

~ THE WORD ~ 

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION 

HEBREW BIBLE                                    ISAIAH 11:1-10                                                                                                                                                                                NRSV               

GOSPEL LESSON                                            MATTHEW 3:1-12                                                                                                                                     NRSV 

Hear what the Holy Spirit is telling God’s people. Thanks be to God. 

SERMON 

~ RESPONDING TO THE WORD ~ 

*THANKSGIVING FOR LIGHT (continued on next page) 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. Let us give thanks to the Lord 
our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise: 

Blessed are you O Lord our God, Ruler of the universe, creator of light 
and darkness. In this holy season, when the sun’s light is swallowed 
up by the growing darkness of the night, you renew your promise to 
reveal among us the splendor of your glory, made flesh and visible to 
us in Jesus Christ, your Son. Through the prophets you teach us to 



 

hope for his reign of peace. Through the outpouring of your Spirit you 
give sight to our souls, that we may see your glory in the presence of 
Christ. Strengthen us where we are weak, support us in our efforts to 
do your will, and free our tongues to sing your praise, for to you all 
honor and blessing are due, now and forever. Amen. 

*INVITATION TO THE OFFERING 

*RESPONSE                        GLORY BE TO THE FATHER                               GTG #581 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

INVITATION TO THE TABLE 

The Lord be with you. And also with you.  
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   
It is right to give our thanks and praise.   
… joining the song of the universal church and the heavenly choir:  

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth 
are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is the one who 
comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 

HYMN                                                                                                 LET US BREAK BREAD TOGETHER                                  GTG #525 

African American Spiritual 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

~ SENDING ~ 

*HYMN                                                                                         LO, HOW A ROSE E’ER BLOOMING                                                        GTG #129 

German Carol 

BENEDICTION  

POSTLUDE                                                                                                                                               HYFRYDOL                                                                       arr. R. Vaughan Williams 
 

Pieces of today’s liturgy are from: Book of Common Worship (PCUSA); Presbyterian 
Outlook, Teri Ott; Cover Image: Marian Scenes, Ethiopian Orthodox, c.a. 1630-1700 


	Gospel Lesson                                            Matthew 3:1-12                                                                                                                                     NRSV

