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“When I say it’s you I like, I’m talking about that part of you that knows 

that life is far more than anything you can ever see or hear or touch. That 

deep part of you that allows you to stand for those things without which 

humankind cannot survive. Love that conquers hate, peace, that rises 

triumphant over war, and justice that proves more powerful than greed.” 
~ Rev. Fred Rogers 



- GATHERING – 

GATHERING MUSIC               C.J. Briggs 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS            

PRELUDE         Won’t You Be My Neighbor?           by Fred Rogers 

CALL TO WORSHIP (based on Psalm 107)                Sue Saunders 

O give thanks to the Holy One, for the Lord is good. 

God’s steadfast and healing love endures forever. 

All those delivered from trouble, give thanks. 

Gather from the east and from the west,  

     from the north and from the south, to give thanks. 

Those sick with sin, cry out to the Holy One in their trouble,  

     and God saves them from their distress. 

God’s steadfast and healing love endures forever. 

Come, let us worship God.  

HYMN            God is Here!                  GTG #409 

Words by Fred Pratt Green, Music by Cyril Vincent Taylor (ABBOT’S LEIGH) 

CHILDREN’S MOMENT     “You Are My Friend”         by Aimee Reid 

Children are dismissed to Sunday School. 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION  

O God, you have set before us our greed, our hatred and self-

hatred, our fear and our apathy. You have also shown us the 

injustice and tyrannies of our public life. We have succumbed to 

paralyzing anxiety in response to injustice. We have resisted the 

prompting of your Spirit who nudges us out of self-absorption. 

Empower us by your Spirit to be attentive and discerning partners 

in healing your creation. Amen. [Time of Silent Confession.] 

RESPONSE     Shepherd Me, O God                GTG #473 

by Marty Haugen (Psalm 23) 



ASSURANCE OF PARDON  

We are forgiven and restored to right paths of justice and shalom. 

Thanks be to God! 

PASSING OF THE PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you. And also with you. 

- THE WORD - 

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION 

HEBREW BIBLE         Numbers 21:4-9           (NRSV) 

Hear what the Holy Spirit is telling God’s people. Thanks be to God. 

HYMN    Jesus, Thy Boundless Love to Me               GTG #703 

Words by Paul Gerhardt, translation John Wesley; Music by Henri Frederick Henry 

GOSPEL                                                 John 3:1-21         (NRSV) 

SERMON                 “For God So Loved the World”       Rev. Wigger 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (from A Declaration of Faith) 

We believe Christ gives us and demands of us personal lives that are 

centered in God and open to God’s reality and rule…We need 

constantly to search out God’s way in Scripture, not expecting 

detailed directions for every decision, but relying on the Word to tell 

us who God is, to press God’s present claim on us, and to assure us of 

God’s grace and comfort. We are charged to pray for ourselves and 

others with gratitude, boldness, and persistence, confident that God 

hears and answers our prayers in ways best for us all. Life in God’s 

presence issues in life for others, for if we do not love sisters and 

brothers whom we see, we cannot love God whom we do not see.  

- RESPONDING TO THE WORD - 

OFFERING 



RESPONSE          Be Still and Know That I Am God       GTG #414 
by John L. Bell (Psalm 46) 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Response          When We Must Bear Persistent Pain         GTG #807 

   Text by Ruth Duck; Music by David N. Johnson       Verse 3 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into 

temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power 

and the glory, forever. Amen. 

- SENDING - 

HYMN                                   It’s You I Like                 by Fred Rogers 

BENEDICTION (from Rev. Fred Rogers) 

POSTLUDE            You Must Believe in Spring      

Words and Music by Michel Legrand and Jacques Demy 

 
 

Pieces of today’s liturgy are from Presbyterian Outlook, Roger Gench. 

(NRSV) = New Revised Standard Version; GTG = “Glory to God” Hymnal 

PLEASE NOTE: Rev. Wigger will be on vacation from Monday, March 15 – 

Sunday, March 21. Nancy Jermann will be on call for any pastoral care needs: 

(216) 524-7068; Nancyjermann06@gmail.com 

Our guest preacher on 3/21 is Amanda Horan. Amanda is a candidate for ministry 

under the care of Forest Hill Church, Presbyterian and is currently serving as a 

Clinical Pastoral Education Resident at St. Vincent’s Charity Medical Center in 

Cleveland. Amanda is a graduate of Pittsburgh Theological Seminary, where she 

obtained a Master of Divinity degree as well as a Graduate Certificate in Urban 

Ministry. Before entering seminary, she served as the Director of Christian 

Education at a PC(USA) church in Tempe, AZ. 
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